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THIAR - HERE

Is gnéth d'obair an fhisealaiontéra a bheith ina ciram aonair. Ni hionainn agus iadsan a shaothraionn
foirmeacha ealaine eile is a bhaineann leas as cleachtas drdmaiochta, ceoil né rince, is n6és don
fhisealaiontdir a bheith ag crutht agus - go minic - ag déanamh taispedntaisi ar a aonair. Is eisceacht
6n gcleachtas aonair sin é déanamh priontai. Agus cé nach bhfuil baill Mheitheal Eitsedla ag roinnt
stiudié priontala a thuilleadh, fés fhéin, roinneann siad cuspéir coiteann agus ni dhéanaim aon dabht
ach go bhfuilid mar a bheadh baicle garraiodéiri, ag roinnt na’haon saghas nod comhairle agus cleas
beag chun barr fheabhas a chur ar a gcuid oibre.

An teideal atd ar an gcomhthalan seo de lucht déanta na bpriontai, Thiar Here, is deas mar a thu-
gann sé le fios ddinn an t-ealaiontdir a bheith i lathair i mbun gnimh, chomh maith leis na rudai
a cheanglaionn iad go léir le chéile — an it ‘iargulta’ seo, Corca Dhuibhne, agus asarlaiocht dhiam-
har phréiséas déanta na bpriontai. T4 sean-taithi ag cuid des na healaiontéiri ar an ngnd seo, agus
morchuid da saothar a chrutht sa mhedn san. Cuid eile acu, thanadar chomh fada leis an bpriontail
nios déanai ina saol gairmiuil. Ba ghnathach d'ealaiontéiri atd ag tabhairt fén bpriontéil don gcéad
uair préiséas casta éilitheach an phriontala ‘intaglio’ a sheachaint (préiséas é ina mbionn an munla &
ghearradh né & dhd le haigéad chun rianta a fhagaint ann). Ach i gcés na meithle seo ta a lan dos na
ndéibhisigh tar éis Iéimt cruinn direach isteach ann fé stiuir Niall Naessens, fear go bhfuil sean-taithi
aige ar an gceard san.

Bionn gé le cumas teicniuil ollmhér i ndéanamh priontai agus i gcas an phroéiséis ‘intaglio’ go hairithe,
ta tarrac ar teicnici tarraingteacha gur féidir leo réimse leathan uigeachta a chrutht — uiscimrid, tirim-
phoinnte, eitseail, meisitint, greanadh. Go deimhin, sé a bheith gafa ag cursai teicnice an priomh-fho-
inse as a éirionn idir shult agus baol chdraim an phriontala. Isiomdha ealaiontéir a mheascann teicnici
éagsula in aon iomhd& amhain, agus is amhlaidh ata sa taispeantas seo. Ach nil Thiar Here teoranta
go dti an ‘intaglio’ amhain; ta saothair déanta le liteagrafaiocht, litirphreas agus carbaram ann chomh
maith, rud a fhagann go bhfuil réimse iontach médhanna priontala Iéirithe ann.

D'fhéadfaidh déanamh priontai a bheith fior-mhealltach don ealaiontéir — ni fhoilsitear an
piosa ealaine go dti go scutar an paipéar siar n munla ag deireadh. Ta tinneall agus tnuth ann don
ealaiontdir agus d'éinne suilaibigh eile ata i lathair: cothéfaidh sé cluain fhiosrachta ann fén sli a
bhaineadh amach éifeachtai airithe. Td cumas den tsért céanna ag ceantar Chorca Dhuibhne cluain a
chur ar dhaoine is iad a tharraingt isteach inti. Cé go mbionn moéran fisealaiontéiri comhaimseartha ag
iarraidh gan cur sios né tuiscint a thabhairt dudinn ina saothar ar an &it ina gcénaionn siad, ta blas dichais
agus duthai Chorca Dhuibhne ag andil go tréan ar chuid mér des na h-iomhdnna sa taispedntas seo. Ta sulil
agam gur fada buan sinn ag baint sult as a ngean soiléir don gceantar. Guim gach rath orthu.

Catriona Fallon
1Gil 2016

Thosnaigh Meitheal Eitsedla amach mar ghrupa ealaiontéiri a thainig le chéile chun ceard na
heitseala a fhoghlaim fé shuil mhaistridil Niall Naessens. O shin i leith t& cuid mhoér taispeantaisi,
ceardlann, cainteanna ealaiontéra agus imeachtai stiudioé oscailte eagraithe againn sa stiudié prionta-
la a d'osclaiomar sa Daingean. Nilimid le chéile mar ghrupa foirméalta a thuilleadh 6 bhi ar an stiudié
ud dunadh, ach bimid fos i dteagmhail lena chéile go mion minic chun tionscnaimh agus fadhbanna a
phlé. Eascraionn an taispeantas seo as ceann dos na babhtai teagmhdla sin. Bhi fonn orainn taispeaint
go bhfuilimid ag obair linn agus, i dteannta roinnt ealaiontoiri eile a oibrionn i réimse an phriontail
ealaine i gCorca Dhuibhne, cuid dos na teicnici agus médhanna léirithe iomadula a Usaidteann lucht
déanta priontai a chur és comhair bhur suile. T4 suil againn go mbainfidh sibh sup as an seé.

- Meitheal Eitsedla
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Working as a visual artist tends to be a solitary endeavour. Unlike other artistic practitioners who
enjoy the communal benefits of working in theatre, music or dance, visual artists tend to create, and
often exhibit, alone. Printmaking is the exception to that solitary practice. And even though the
artists of Meitheal Eitsedla no longer share a print studio, they share a common purpose and no doubt
(much in the way of gardeners) all kinds of tips and tricks which enhance their work.

The title of this gathering of printmakers, Thiar Here beautifully communicates a sense of the artists
being present and active, as well as firmly establishing the particular bonds that link them all - this
‘ait iargulta; Chiarrai Thiar and the alchemy that is printmaking. Some of the exhibitors are seasoned
printmakers with much of their practice produced in that medium. Others have come to printmaking
later in their artistic careers. Artists taking up printmaking for the first time would tend to avoid the
complex demands of intaglio printmaking (where the matrix is incised, or burnt with acid, to create
the marks) but many of the newcomers in the group have plunged straight in, guided by experienced
printmaker, Niall Naessens.

There is a huge amount of technical competency involved in printmaking and, in intaglio printing
particularly, a tempting range of techniques which can create a panoply of varying textures — aqua-
tint, drypoint, etching, mezzotint, engraving. Indeed, a fascination with technique is both the joy
and the danger of printmaking. Many artists will combine different techniques in one image, as is
the case with works in this exhibition. But Thiar Here does not limit itself to intaglio alone; the exhi-
bition includes lithography, letterpress and carborundum resulting in a fantastic span of printmaking
methods.

For an artist, printmaking can be very seductive - the artwork revealed only when the paper is peeled
back from the matrix. There is suspense and anticipation for the printmaker, and for the observant
viewer, a lingering fascination as to how a particular effect was achieved. West Kerry has a similar
power to fascinate and draw us in. Whilst many contemporary artists do not seek to directly represent
where they live in their work, a sense of place, of ‘Chiarrai Thiar’ permeates many of the works in this
exhibition. May their evident enjoyment of both delight us for many years to come. | wish them well.

Catriona Fallon
July 2016

Meitheal Eitsedla started out as a group of artists who came together to learn the art of etching under
the masterful eye of Niall Naessens. We have since organised many exhibitions, workshops, artists
talks and open studio events in the print studio we opened in Dingle. We are no longer a formal group
since this central workshop had to close but we still touch base with each other from time to time to
discuss projects and problems. This exhibition is the result of one of those discussions. We wanted
to show what we've been working on and, with a few other artists, who also work in fine art print-
making in West Kerry, to show the wide variety of techniques and expression used by printmakers.
We hope you enjoy the show.

- Meitheal Eitsedla



Julie Beckett
Ceann Sibéal
Etching & aquatint
Eitseail & uiscimrid



Kate Buckley

Young Kiwi
Handcoloured drypoint
Turbheara laimh daite




Michael Flaherty

Yacht

Etching
Eitseai




Sandra Landers
A Pear Story
Book art

Ealain leabhair



Deirdre McKenna
Asgard Il, Cork City
Etching & aquatint
Eitseail & uiscimrid



Lisbeth Mulcahy

Mountain Shapes

Softground etching & aquatint
Eitsedil & uiscimriu



Niall Naessens
Night Visitors
Etching & aquatint
Eitsedil & uiscimrid




Aine Ni Chiobhain
Out of Your Tree
Etching

Eitseail



Démbhnal O Bric

An

ontail Bhruchlo

Pri
Letterpress Printing

Fear Marbh ag Sranntarnaigh'



Tomas O Ciobhain
Tridr Deirféar

Etching & aquatint
Eitseail & uiscimrid



Rebecca Peart
Horse |
Lithograph
Liteagraf
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Maria Simonds-Gooding
Earth Shelters Il
Carborundum

Carbaram
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